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FROM: BOB GILLULY, SPORTS NEWS EDITOR
MONTANA UNIVERSITY
MISSOULA-- Overcoming stage fright is the next item on the Montana Grizzly agenda, and
coach Frosty Cox’s crew will he in for a double-dose of roadwork Monday night when they 
take on powerful Utah University in Salt Lake City,
"We’ve straightened out many of our early-season weaknesses, but we’ve yet to prove 
that we can play good ball on the road," comments the mentor, whose Silvertips got back on 
the beam last week with a 6^-58 upset win over Nebraska. This left the Grizzlies with three 
straight victories at home--but didn’t detract from the fact that the Silvertips have lost 
all four road games this season.
Utah,ranked among the ten best squads in the nation, also found that the road can be 
rough this week. The Utes were knocked from the ranks of the unbeaten by Duke in the open­
ing round of the Dixie Classic. "But they’ll be back home, and the burden rests on us," 
says Cox.
Aside from a short Christmas day holiday, the Silvertips have been working three 
hours a day in preparation for the opening Skyline contest. Stress has been laid on de­
fensive work and rebounding, which hit a peak against Nebraska. "Utah has a much taller 
team than us. If we’re to stay in the game, we'll have to be tough as nails from a de­
fensive standpoint," says the Montana coach.
The Grizzlies will probab'ly open with their regular lineup of Dan Sullivan and Terry 
Screnar, forwards; Duane Ruegsegger, center; and Dan Balko and Vince Ignatowicz at guards. 
Front-line replacements are forward Jim Harris, guard Bob O ’Billovich and handyman John 
Lands.
Utah mentor Jack Gardner will counter with a team that has averaged over 80 points 
per game this season. Topping the list is the fabulous sophomore, 6-10 Bill McGill.
Others slated for plenty of duty are forwards Allen Holmes and Gary Chestang, center 





Much of the credit for better work on the part of Grizzly rebounders goes to Ed 
Berquist, 1955-56 Silvertip ace who returned to school this fall to work for a master’s 
degree. Berquist took on the chore of straightening out Grizzly post men at the behest 
of Frosty Cox, and his work with Dan Sullivan, Terry Screnar and Duane Ruegsegger was 
never more evident when the Grizzlies upset Nebraska last weeko These three men were 
responsible for 38 of Montana’s 51 rebounds in the game, only the second time this season 
that the Grizzlies have out-rebounded their opponents. Berquist, who spent three years 
in the Air Force after graduation, expects to have his advanced degree in about a year.
Montana’s victory over Nebraska, incidentally, was the first cage conquest over 
the Comhuskers in history. The Grizzlies previously lost two one-sided games to NU 
at Lincoln,
Terrible Terry Screnar continues to lead Grizzly scorers, with 101 points in 
seven games. Dan Balko has 100 and Vince Ignatowicz 78. Ignatowicz, incidentally, 
has been the most consistently-even scorer, hitting from eight to 13 points in all
his games.
The rapid development of reserve forward Jim Harris, a 6-2 soph from DesMoines,
Iowa, is no surprise to Frosty Cox. ’’Jimmy has great potential, and he’s come along 
fast since he left the football squad just about a month ago,” says the coach. Harris 
was Montana’s second-best pass receiver during the grid season, and he has quickly 
become Montana's best cage replacement. Last week Harris dropped in two quick layins 
to move Montana out in front of Nebraska midway through the second half.
Nebraska set some sort of a record last week when the Huskers hit only two of 
eight free throws against Montana, The Grizzlies, on the other hand, scored 18 of 
19. This, incidentally, wasn’t their best showing in recent years. Last season the 






Name FGA-FGM FTA-FTM Rebounds Fouls Pts. Avg.
Terry Screnar, f 100-36 45-32 52 21 101 14o9
Dan Balko, g 105-35 41-30 27 16 100 14o3
Vince Ignatowicz, g 84-29 31-20 42 23 78 11.1
Duane Ruegsegger, c 62-22 28-21 71 21 65 9°3
Dan Sullivan, f 62-18 23-15 57 17 51 7o3
Jim Harris, f 1 8-8 2-1 6 7 17 2o 8
John Lands, c-f 11-2 8-5 14 11 9 1.8
Bob O'Billovich, g 6-1 6-3 1 4 5 1.3
Paul Miller, g 3-2 4-1 4 5 5 1.0
Ron Quilling, g 1-1 0-0 1 1 2 0.7
Kay Roberts, f 3-0 1-1 3 2 1 0.3
Blaine Hendricks, g 1-0 0-0 0 0 0 —
Others (left squad) 1-0 1-0 2 2 0 —
MONTANA TOTALS 456-154 190-129 342 130 437 62.4
OPPONENT TOTALS 488-192 177-109 385 136 493 70.4
Best single performances:
Total Points: Screnar, 25, vs„ South Dakota
Field Goals: Screnar, 8 vs. Idaho
Free Throws: Screnar, 1 1 , vs o South Dakota
Rebounds: Ruegsegger, 14, vs o Idaho
Season’s Scores: (Won 3, Lost 4)
Montana 71, Idaho 67 Montana 52, Oregon State 67
Montana 60, Washington State 84 Montana 58, Oregon State 78
Montana 59* Idaho 76 Montana 64, Nebraska 58
Montana 73, South Dakota 63
Next game: Jan0 4, vs. Utah at Salt Lake City
Next Home game: Jan, 9, vs. BYU at Missoula (8 p.m.)
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